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I recently started geocaching again, and (I’m hoping that) it has 
changed my life for the better. 
For any of you who have no idea what 
geocaching is—you’re what’s known as 
“muggles” to the community—here’s a brief 
breakdown for you: Geocaching is the act 
of going outside, following GPS directions 
off your smartphone to a specific location, 
and hunting down a hidden a container of 
varying sizes. It’s basically a 21st century 
treasure hunt, except instead of finding 
gold, you’ll discover small trinkets and a 
logbook you get to write your name into. 
There’s no monetary gain to be made 
by tracking down these containers, nor do 
you really learn anything other than what 
obscure parts of your neighbourhood look 
like. What the real draw is, for me at least, 
is that it provides a reason to get outside. 
I was most definitely the guy who 
went all in on Pokémon Go. I’d be ripping 
around on my longboard going from 
pokestop to pokestop, gym to gym, living 
my very best Pokémon Master life. For those 
first few months after the app launched I 
spent more time outdoors than I probably 
had in the previous two years combined. 
I unfortunately had to put an end to my 
Pokémon quest once it became clear that 
my iPhone 5 battery seriously couldn’t 
keep up, and I went back to spending 
the majority of my free time indoors. 
It should also be made clear that I’m 
not the kind of person to go for a walk 
just for the sake of going for a walk. I wish 
I could, but it’s just not me. And, finally, 
that’s where geocaching comes back in. 
Geocaching has given me a fun reason 
for getting outdoors on those days when 
it would be a shame to stay inside, and it 
has also brought me into a community 
of people who are going about their 
business completely unseen. My first 
cache in Vancouver found me chatting 
with two people who were also on the hunt 
for a tricky magnetic cache I’d found in 
Yaletown. We chatted for a while about how 
weird it was that no one else had any idea 
that these things were basically everywhere, 
and then went about our business logging 
our names on the tiny scrap of paper. 
There’s just something so damn 
euphoric about finding a container the 
size of an eraser in sneaky spot, or logging 
a cache as “found” in the app’s database. 
These things are all over, so the next one 
is always no more than a few hundred 
feet away. This weekend I logged about 
seven kilometres of walking, but that 
was all done in small increments, with 
me stopping every so often to lift up 
rocks, peek under roots, and just look 
generally suspicious to those around me. 
I’m thrilled to have a reason to head 
outside now that spring is on the horizon, 
even if it is for a quick find here or there. 
I’d definitely recommend trying 
it out to anyone who wants to spend 
less time on their couch or in front 
of screens—the app is free, and it’s 
a seriously unique experience. 
You may have to get a little dirty now 
and then, but that’s all part of the fun. 
Cheers, 
Chandler Walter
A reason to get outdoors
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The British Columbia Federation of Students (BCFS) says some things 
were left out of the latest federal budget.
Finance Minister Bill Morneau 
unveiled the Liberal government’s 
2018 budget on February 27. It 
includes spending to combat the 
opioid crisis, improve cybersecurity, 
boost services for Indigenous people, 
allow police to review “unfounded” 
sex assault cases, along with funding 
for a number of other initiatives.
But the budget lacks funding 
to tackle major student issues, 
according to a press release issued 
by the BCFS on February 28.
Simka Marshall, chairperson of the 
BCFS and former DSU representative, 
said the budget failed to address high 
costs that are paralyzing Canadian 
students from coast to coast.
“Students are struggling with 
housing and education costs every 
day,” Marshall said in the release. 
“This budget does nothing to address 
affordability challenges for the vast 
majority of students in this country.”
The budget should have contained 
measures to deal with student 
debt, according to Marshall.
“The biggest issue with Budget 
2018 is what’s missing: Meaningful 
action to reduce student debt
and make our colleges and 
universities more affordable for all,” 
she said. “The Government of Canada 
charges the highest rates of interest on 
student loans of any jurisdiction in the 
country, which is simply unacceptable 
for a jobs-focused government 
claiming to put people first.”
The BCFS is happy with a 
few items in the budget, however. 
Funding for Indigenous education, 
for women in trades, and 
for youth employment 
were welcome additions, 
the press release says.
Marshall said in the 
release that the BCFS 
is pleased to see new funding for 
scientific research, which will benefit 
many student researchers at post-
secondary institutions in Canada.
“Budget 2018’s investment in 
research and research facilities is 
substantial, and is welcome news for 
the thousands of undergraduate, post-
graduate, and post-doctoral students 
whose studies will be supported with 
public funding,” Marshall said.
The BCFS has close ties to the 
DSU, and the two organizations often 
co-ordinate in their government 
lobbying efforts. Both are currently 
advocating for open education resources, 
and both previously advocated 
for a $15 minimum wage. The two 
organizations have several other current 
or past campaigns in common.
The DSU’s outgoing director 
of finance, Aran Armutlu, is the 
chairperson-elect for the BCFS after 
a BCFS election in January. Armutlu 
was previously the campaign’s 
co-ordinator for the BCFS. Telka 
Peskelevits, director of college relations 
for the DSU, was recently elected as 
the services co-ordinator for BCFS.
A recent DSU referendum sought 
to increase fees Douglas College 
students pay to BCFS via the DSU. That 
referendum passed with 88 per cent 
of voters in favour, according to an 
unofficial tally on the DSU website.
British Columbia 
Federation of Students 
criticizes federal budget
öö Student group says budget failed to address housing, education costs
Jake Wray
News Editor
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The City of New Westminster unveils its 
new public art bus stop
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Issues faced by students may be in focus in the latest provincial budget. 
The NDP provincial government 
released its budget plan on February 20. 
The budget includes plans to improve 
housing and child care accessibility and 
affordability within the upcoming year, 
and further down the line. Starting 
in September, those making less than 
$45,000 per year may be eligible to 
receive free child care to allow families 
with young children to return to work 
and continue their education. The 
plan also highlights how the NDP 
government hopes to create more child 
care spaces throughout the province.
Judy Darcy, New Westminster’s 
MLA, said in an interview with 
the New West Record that she 
is “proud” of the budget.
“This budget really does put people 
first, and this budget really is going to 
make a difference in the lives of a lot of 
people in New Westminster,” she said.
Michelle Bergen, an early childhood 
educator, said she is pleased with 
some of the initiatives in the budget.
“So far, I am excited that a 
plan for children, families, and 
educators is rolling out,” she said in 
an interview with the Other Press. 
“I understand that it will take many 
years to unravel the plan entirely.” 
Bergen said she thinks the budget 
will be a boon to students who wish to 
work in early childhood education.
“I think it will help draw new 
students into the field as wages will 
increase,” she said. “It is now the time to 
be an educator and make a living wage.” 
The proposed budget also plans 
to deal with the housing crisis. There 
will be tax increases for foreign and 
domestic real estate speculators who are 
not currently paying taxes in BC, and 
a five per cent increase on the foreign 
buyers tax. The budget plan proposes 
to invest more than $6 billion over a 10-
year time span in affordable housing, 
which includes student housing.  
Ava Tate, a Douglas College student, 
said in an interview with the Other 
Press that the current housing situation 
in Metro Vancouver is a problem. 
“It’s obviously overpriced,” she said. 
“I think that young people are going 
to have to either lower their standards 
of living or move out of the city.” 
Tate also went on to say that she’s 
unsure if the proposed budget plan will 
be enough to stop the housing crisis.
“I know that the Toronto market 
has cooled down, but I don’t know if 
it will be the same [for Vancouver.] 
Even with the new plan,” she said.
Ethan Charleton, a Douglas 
College student, said he approves of the 
housing crisis measures in the budget.
“I think the plan is definitely 
useful for students wanting to move 
out,” he said. “Vancouver, it’s a good 
city, but it’s not Manhattan. Renting 
shouldn’t be as expensive as the bigger 
cities, we don’t have the jobs for it.” 
The City of Coquitlam has announced that they will be considering 
adopting a plethora of new technological 
initiatives to help solve city problems. 
Work first started on the project 
back in 2016, but was only presented 
to city council this year. Some of the 
ideas that have been presented include 
interactive touchscreen kiosks set 
up in public spaces, WiFi access at 
Spani Pool, and piloting Skype for 
business and video conferencing.  
Danny Bandiera, manager of 
information communications and 
technology for the City, said that 
although these initiatives may sound 
costly, the benefits of such improvements 
were far reaching. Moreover, he said, the 
city will actually end up saving money.  
“In addition to saving money in the 
long run, these initiatives will help us 
in improving our citizens’ services and 
customer experience, develop smart 
transportation solutions, maintain public 
safety and security, migrate towards a 
smart city, empower staff to be better at 
what they do, and improve operational 
efficiency and productivity,” he said in an 
email interview with the Other Press. 
How much the initiatives 
will actually end up costing, 
however, is still up in the air. 
“The cost of these initiatives 
has yet to be finalized and primarily 
depends on the scope of the 
initiatives that will be brought 
forward through the budget process 
on an annual basis,” Bandiera said.
A couple of the most interesting 
ideas on the table are video analytics 
software to help police respond to safety 
concerns and a new citizen mobile 
engagement app. The latter, according 
to Bandiera, has been highlighted as a 
key priority for residents of Coquitlam. 
 “[By using the app] residents 
will be able to locate Parks and Trails, 
WiFi spots, be reminded of city events, 
report an issue, and more,” he said. 
The analytics software 
would be utilized by the RCMP 
to reduce risk during events. 
“Current technology trends 
in public safety are related to the 
growing use of video analytics to 
track and predict crowd dynamics 
in situations such as events, and to 
use this technology to proactively 
react to potential safety issues,” he 
said. “We will continue to work with 
the RCMP and support their needs in 
crime analytics, as well as proactive 
use of visual analytics to sustain 
Coquitlam’s level of public safety.” 
According the City of Coquitlam 
website, the creation of the Technology 
Roadmap has involved considerable 
research. This includes a community 
survey, input from the Coquitlam Youth 
Council, advice from a technology 
consultant, and a review of staff needs.
BC government reveals 2018 budget plan
Coquitlam to utilize new technology
öö Housing and childcare initiatives could affect Douglas students
öö Creating a smarter city 
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
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SportS
Coquitlam in Bloom has just released a list of initiatives 
focused on sports in the community 
just in time for the spring. 
Coquitlam in Bloom is a non-
profit organization that is focused on 
improving the city through work within 
the community. According to their 
website, this includes helping to develop 
civic pride, environmental responsibility, 
and beautification of the city. 
This year, Coquitlam in Bloom will 
be focusing on fostering participation 
in sports. The first Spotlight on 
Sports event was hosted March 6 
and was a kickoff event for local 
sporting associations. Some upcoming 
events to look out for are the sports 
fair, the speaker series, adopt-a-
bench program, and the community 
sport volunteer workshops. 
According to the City of Coquitlam 
website, the sports fair will “give 
members of the public an opportunity 
to try out a variety of sports—all in 
one location.” The speaker series will 
be an event at which those involved in 
sports can “discuss community sport 
trends and issues.” The adopt-a-bench 
program allows residents to help keep 
dugouts or spectators stands “free 
of litter and graffiti, while reporting 
any hazards or signs of vandalism.” 
At the community sport volunteer 
workshops, attendees will be given “tips 
involving everything from recruitment 
and retention to recognition.”  There 
are also opportunities to volunteer at 
Town Centre Park, where some of the 
activities will take place. According 
to the Coquitlam in Bloom website, 
volunteers will help “create a positive 
experience for all by answering 
questions at an information booth, 
and guiding users through the use of 
a park map and information sheet.”
In 2016, Coquitlam in Bloom 
won the national over 50,00o 
population category of the civic pride 
and beautification competition. 
In 2017, Coquitlam took second 
place. That year the city also 
received recognition for its tree risk 
management on Burke Mountain.  
Even if you aren’t taking part in 
the Spotlight on Sports, you can still 
help your city. The Coquitlam in Bloom 
webpage suggests helping beautify the 
places you live by planting gardens 
or cleaning up litter. It also suggests 
joining a Bad Seed weed pull to help 
prevent the spread of invasive species. 
The 2016/17 Whitecaps season ended in utter disappointment. 
There were high hopes for the 
club, which were backed by great 
form and consistent performances, 
but the Whitecaps fell short to fellow 
Cascadia rival Seattle Sounders in 
the MLS semi-finals, not scoring 
a goal over both fixtures. 
Despite ending last season on a sour 
note, the boys are back. The Whitecaps 
began a new season this past week with 
a new-look and a new starting 11. Head 
coach Carl Robinson made it clear in 
the off-season that changes needed to 
be made throughout the entire roster. 
The Caps said their goodbyes to 17 
players, most of whom played crucial 
roles on past game days. Notable players 
heading out include leading goal scorer 
Freddy Montero, veteran midfielders in 
Bolaños, Mathias Laba, and a consistent 
starter in Tony Tchani. In defence, the 
Caps shipped a talented young defender 
in Tim Parker back home to New 
York. Finally, between the woodwork, 
David Ousted’s four-year tenure in 
Vancouver came to an abrupt end when 
he found himself on the bench behind 
the Kiwi keeper Stefan Marinović. 
Despite all these subtractions, the 
club managed to make additions forming 
a well-rounded roster that seems very 
capable of making a deeper playoff push.
The new and improved Whitecaps 
added names like Felipe Campanholi 
Martins, Efraín Juárez from the Liga 
MX, and Jordon Mutch (on loan from 
Crystal Palace), although the most 
notable of all off-season acquisitions 
was MLS veteran and renowned goal-
scorer Kei Kamara. For years he has 
been a scoring threat in the MLS playing 
across six different teams in the league. 
Fans got to see this new talent 
on display with a sold-out, record 
crowd at BC Place on March 4. With a 
buzzing atmosphere it was the future 
of the Whitecaps shining bright. Kei 
Kamara notched his first goal in the 
Caps’ classy new grey kits. Alongside 
Kamara, the 17-year-old Canadian 
international Alphonso Davies also 
managed to get on the board with his 
first career MLS goal. These two goals 
sent them comfortably past the Impact. 
Hopefully the season opener 
was just a preview of what is to come 
for this campaign as this young 
franchise begins another journey 
in seek of substantial success.
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Coquitlam in bloom
Whitecaps begin 
a new era
öö Community engagement through sports
öö Roster bolstered after disappointment last season
Erik Pinto
Senior Columnist
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
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 O ‘Lion in the Streets’ opens March 16
 O Countdown to ‘Infinity’: Where the MCU 
is now
 O ‘Life is Strange: Before the Storm’ video 
game review
And more!
A civil war with deep-seated scars, two irreconcilable 
frameworks of rightfulness, and a 
family mired in inescapable tragedy 
are laid out in Douglas College’s 
latest theatre production Antigone, 
which opened on March 9.
Originally written by Ancient Greek 
playwright Sophocles and adapted by 
Kathleen Weiss, Antigone is a timeless 
debate between the rule of law and 
justice according to morality. The city 
of Thebes has just emerged from a 
brutal civil war that has left two princes, 
Eteocles and Polyneices. dead and their 
uncle Creon as king. Creon declares 
Eteocles a hero for defending Thebes, 
but decrees Polyneices, who led the 
army against the city, a traitor whose 
corpse is to be left unburied. Antigone, 
sister of the late princes, is determined 
to defy Creon and lay Polyneices’s body 
to rest—even though the punishment 
for breaking the king’s edict is death.
The Theatre Department’s 
production is directed by Thrasso Petras 
and stars just six actors: Dayna Hoffman 
as Antigone; Nelson Ellis as Creon; 
Emily Thorne as Eurydice, Creon’s wife; 
Kobe Doi as Haemon, their son and 
Antigone’s betrothed; Amy Collisson 
as Ismene, sister to Antigone, Eteocles, 
and Polyneices; and Sara Dunn as the 
Chorus. These characters convey an 
intense and nuanced range of sentiments 
and sympathies. Antigone is willful and 
guided by her faith in what she considers 
rightful, regardless of the consequences, 
while Creon resolutely binds himself 
to laws and political stability, believing 
strict order to be necessary for peace and 
security. The other characters struggle 
to reason with one or the other while 
balancing their own notions of justice, 
self-preservation, and familial duty. 
The play’s story is straightforward 
enough, with a short run time of a 
little over an hour uninterrupted. 
Plot and length are more than 
enough for Antigone to reflect deeper, 
systemic questions about the basis of 
governance and punishment, questions 
that resonate throughout the grief-
stricken family, the war-torn city of 
Thebes, and many parallel debates 
throughout history and society. 
Every character is brought to life 
full of emotion and motivation, with 
the unyielding convictions of Antigone 
and Creon, and the passion of Haemon 
who tries to persuade his father to 
be merciful to Antigone, standing 
out especially. Compellingly, the 
characters and the political extremes 
they embody are not merely blindly set 
in their own worldviews—they’re also 
hauntingly familiar and empathetic, 
as the actors persuasively articulate 
how core beliefs can drive people to 
such fundamentalist positions.
Dunn’s portrayal of the Chorus 
is also very powerful. Greek tragedies 
in their original forms typically had 
choruses of over a dozen members, 
and the chorus served as both narrator 
and character, commenting on and 
challenging other characters’ actions. 
In this adaptation, Dunn as the one-
person Chorus performs both of these 
functions and more: She is a journalist 
interrogating Creon on his edicts, 
providing a tempered mix of third-
person journalistic impartiality and a 
news-hungry public fascination with 
political and intrafamily drama. 
Antigone is running in the small 
venue of the Studio Theatre, allowing 
the show to encompass the whole 
space on all sides and top to bottom. 
The set, which includes one sloped 
surface and one set of stairs leading to 
a platform, allows for some dynamic 
expressions of authority by utilizing 
physical displays of elevation. 
The play’s production team 
augments the show to its fullest. Shifts 
in colour and intensity, along with 
costumes that mix classicism with a 
contemporary flair, accentuate the 
stark contrasts around which this play 
revolves—life and death, the rule of 
law and a higher moral authority, as 
well as internal and external war.
For all its power in calling into 
question ideological foundations, 
however, one of the most haunting 
aspects of the play is the foreboding 
suggestion that, for some, there 
is no simple easing of tension—
all paths lead to tragedy.
The Academy Awards show this year managed to be fun and 
exciting while addressing serious 
issues in an informative way.
After the Time’s Up movement 
began with many women making 
allegations that Harvey Weinstein 
sexually harassed and abused 
them, it seemed possible that a lot 
of people were going to talk about 
the movement during the Oscars 
this year. Also, films are starting 
to be more diverse with films like 
Wonder Woman, Black Panther and 
A Wrinkle in Time being released. 
This year was the 90th edition of 
the awards show, and Jimmy Kimmel 
hosted it again. He did many things 
similar to what he usually does on 
his show Jimmy Kimmel Live. He 
offered a jet ski and a trip to a resort 
to the person who read the shortest 
acceptance speech, and he actually 
gave these prizes to the person 
who won the Academy Award for 
Best Costume Design for Phantom 
Thread, Mark Bridges. Also, Kimmel 
and various people surprised an 
audience at an advance screening of A 
Wrinkle in Time—the host gave them 
popcorn, candies, and hot dogs, and 
he asked someone in the audience 
to introduce the next presenters. He 
was even able to fit in one or two Matt 
Damon jokes; he apologized to the 
servicemen and servicewomen because 
a scene of Damon in Saving Private 
Ryan was shown during the tribute 
to the troops, and at the end of the 
evening apologized to Matt Damon for 
“running out of time” to feature him in 
the ceremony—as Kimmel and Damon 
have had a longstanding (joke) feud. 
The film that won Best Picture 
this year is The Shape of Water, and it 
also received the most wins, with four 
awards. Along with Best Picture, the 
film won Best Director for Guillermo 
del Toro, Best Production Design, 
and Best Score. The awards were 
also a win for Canada because it was 
filmed in Toronto and Hamilton, and 
it was made with a Canadian crew. 
Dunkirk won three awards 
including Best Sound Editing, Best 
Sound Mixing, and Best Film Editing. 
It sounds great because the audio 
effects make it feel like that you are in 
Dunkirk when the action is happening. 
Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri received two 
awards, including Best Actress 
for Frances McDormand and Best 
Supporting Actor for Sam Rockwell. 
Darkest Hour also got two awards, 
including Best Actor for Gary 
Oldman and Best Makeup. Some 
of the other films with two awards 
are Blade Runner 2049 and Coco. 
Allison Janney was given Best 
Supporting Actress for I, Tonya. 
In screenplays, Get Out won Best 
Original Screenplay for Jordan Peele’s 
script, and Call Me by Your Name 
won Best Adapted Screenplay for 
James Ivory’s script. McDormand 
ended her acceptance speech as 
if she was introducing a product, 
with a phrase that will hopefully 
cause more people to be involved 
in the film industry: “I have two 
words for you: Inclusion rider.”
Inclusion rider is a clause that 
can be put in an actor’s contract when 
they are preparing for a film in which 
the actor can ask a studio to hire 
certain groups of people—such as 50 
per cent women—to make a film. In 
another show of standing up for social 
justice, Ashley Judd, Salma Hayek, and 
Annabella Sciorra talked about Time’s 
Up and introduced a segment about 
films being more diverse, encouraging 
more people from marginalized groups 
to be involved in the film industry.
While the Academy Awards 
this year had the lowest ratings 
in its history, it was still an 
exciting and very diverse show.
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Celebrating diversity at the Academy Awards
öö A look at the 2018 Oscars
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Ancient Greek tragedy 
refreshing, relevant as ever
öö ‘Antigone’ play review
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Antigone runs until 
March 16. Tickets are still 
available at antigone2018.
brownpapertickets.com/.
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The award-winning Lion in the Streets, by Canadian playwright Judith 
Thompson, presents a powerful journey 
of inner strength and self-discovery.
Directed by Claire Fogal, the 
upcoming production from the 
Departments of Theatre and Stagecraft 
& Event Technology stars Kayla Krishna 
as Isobel, a young girl on a quest to 
discover the truth of what has befallen 
her. Throughout her journey, her 
courage and innocence touch the lives 
of many other characters, causing 
them to re-examine their own places in 
their magical-realism-infused world.
While the play originally features 
a Portuguese-Canadian, Isobel, Fogal, 
and the Theatre Department, with 
Thompson’s support, have transposed 
Isobel’s background to make her 
First Nations and adopted into a 
Portuguese family. They have also 
moved the setting from Toronto to 
present-day East Vancouver. Both of 
these transpositions have required 
only very minor changes to the text.
“This is still 100 per cent 
Thompson’s play, and I am very 
grateful for her support of this 
concept,” said Fogal to the Other 
Press through an email.
According to a press release 
from Douglas College, Fogal finds 
the transposition of character 
background fitting in light of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and the Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls. First Nations peoples have 
long been oppressed and silenced, 
but—like Isobel—continue to 
fight bravely for their freedom.
In addition to Thompson’s approval, 
Fogal and the Theatre Department 
have also taken steps to ensure that 
making Isobel First Nations is not in any 
way disrespectful, by consulting with 
Indigenous Douglas College Literature 
Instructor Natalie Knight and other 
community members on this issue.
“[Knight] brought a deeply 
insightful sensitivity to our discussions, 
and confirmed that once she’d read the 
play, all of her hesitancy disappeared,” 
said Fogal to the Other Press.
“We are fortunate too to have 
the support of two Indigenous 
elders, Gramma Joy Dockrey and 
Millie McComber, who will bless 
our space and our process on 
opening and closing nights.”
With its themes of exposing 
ugly realities, Lion in the Streets is 
a very Canadian story—one that 
unveils facets of our nation that we’re 
often reluctant to acknowledge.
In her director’s notes, Fogal 
calls the Canadian identity “one of 
politeness, niceness, conservatism; 
hiding the gross and violent racism 
that has infected our country since 
its beginnings.” Thompson’s play 
tears away the pleasant facades to 
reveal the dark yet necessary truth.
 Fogal told the Other Press that 
preparing for the show has been a very 
rewarding experience thanks to the 
efforts of all involved: Assistant director 
Dahlia Kerr; Mubashar Chaudry, who is 
advising on a character who has cerebral 
palsy; and, of course, the cast and crew.
“The cast are tremendous,” said 
Fogal. “Their courage is inspiring 
as they are bringing to life so many 
intense, hilarious, and moving 
moments. Our designers are wonderful 
too, giving us the slightly surreal 
world of Isobel’s quest through set, 
lighting, costumes, and sound.” 
Black Panther is a masterpiece in visuals and storytelling. Thrilling, emotional, 
engaging, and triumphantly diverse, it 
is arguably the best product that Marvel 
has put out in years. However, where 
the film is a homerun, the soundtrack 
helmed by Kendrick Lamar and Top 
Dawg Entertainment is more of a single. 
This isn’t to say that there isn’t a lot 
to enjoy from the album. The production 
is layered and vibrant, with a plethora 
of beat switches throughout each song, 
which really keep your ears at attention. 
Kendrick Lamar is the MVP of the record 
with his performances on the title track 
as well as the Travis Scott-featured “Big 
Shot.” The title track is an exercise in 
lyrical prowess as Kendrick raps over 
a very minimalist beat. “Big Shot” is 
the complete antithesis of the former. 
It is a lot more fun and light, featuring 
a wind instrument in the forefront 
and a hi-hat heavy drum beat backing 
it. Kendrick is silky on this song, still 
showing off his ability to rap but this 
time having a bit more fun with it. 
“Bloody Waters,” featuring Ab-
Soul, Anderson Paak, and James Blake, 
absolutely snaps. It feels very West Coast 
with its laid-back sounds resonating 
throughout. That timid beat allows Soul 
to demonstrate why he is the best lyricist 
in TDE. There are so many quotable lines 
on this track, from references to the word 
guessing game hangman translating into 
actual lynching, to “electoral colleges 
devoted.” Ab-Soul usually raps on a 
higher level than his peers, and this track 
is the perfect avenue for him to do so.
Jorja Smith’s “I Am” features a 
hypnotizing drum loop that helps 
elevate Smith’s silky-smooth R&B 
vocals, while “Redemption” featuring 
Zacari is an African tribal banger with 
its steel drum and wavy percussion. 
The biggest problem with this record 
is the lack of cohesion from song to song. 
While I understand this is a soundtrack 
for a motion picture, 
the fact that it was 
helmed by one 
team should have 
signified a better 
understanding 
on what songs to 
include and how 
to weave them 
throughout the 
track list. This lack 
of cohesion makes it 
hard to listen to without being distracted 
by the dissonance between tracks. 
Musically, there are some confusing 
moments. The Kendrick and The Weeknd 
record “Pray For Me” is a showcase of 
lazy writing and even more phoned-in 
production. The song is about as cookie-
cutter as you could expect: You could 
have put any two artists on this song and 
the result would have been the same. 
The most egregious failure, however, 
is Future on “King’s Dead.” This song 
features Kendrick Lamar and Jay Rock, 
two of the West Coast’s best offerings in 
the rap game. They both brought it in the 
booth with Jay Rock especially showing 
off and flexing his lyrical prowess. Then 
Future steps up and raps one of the 
worst flows I have ever heard. “King’s 
Dead” should have been one of the more 
powerful songs on the record, but Future 
makes it nearly unlistenable and an early 
candidate for worst rap verse of 2018. 
Overall this is a very good 
soundtrack for a movie. The songs have a 
mixture of emotion and bass knocking, 
and all have an African vibe to give you 
visions of Wakanda. However, as an 
album, the lack of cohesion and some 
questionable people performing knocks 
this down to an almost forgettable rap 
effort from Kendrick and company. 
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Soundtrack fails to match 
the richness, emotion 
of the film it’s backing
öö ‘Black Panther: The Album’ review
Joshua Toevs
Senior Columnist
Lion in the Streets will 
be showing in the Laura 
C. Muir Performing Arts 
Theatre from March 16 to 23, 
with a free preview show on 
March 15 at 2 p.m. Advance 
tickets are available at 
lioninthestreets2018.bpt.me.
A slightly surreal search for 
uncomfortable truths
öö ‘Lion in the Streets’ opens March 16
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
arts // no. 8 theotherpress.ca
Marvel’s Avengers: Infinity War got its release date bumped up to 
March 25, catching geek journalists 
around the world off guard and forcing 
us to hurry up our re-watches and figure 
out exactly where all the chess pieces 
are. Here’s where every hero, villain, 
and Infinity Stone currently are (that 
we know of), as of the end of Black 
Panther. Be warned: Spoilers for literally 
every single Marvel movie are ahead.
The Heroes
Captain America 
After Civil War, Cap busted his allies 
out of prison and vanished. He became 
one of the most wanted vigilantes on 
the planet after rejecting the Sokovia 
Accords and aiding the Winter Soldier. 
He went into hiding in Wakanda with 
Bucky Barnes and is now apparently 
being protected by T’Challa.
Iron Man 
Tony Stark is in a bad place. He’s 
struggling with PTSD and anxiety, he’s 
alienated most of his friends, he’s still 
on a break with Penny, and his protégé 
Spider-Man declined being an Avenger. 
Tony spends most of his time being 
miserable and filled with regret. Infinity 
War could be a turning point for him.
Black Panther 
He’s a king, he’s a hero, and now 
he’s the spokesperson for the most 
technologically-advanced nation on the 
planet. Wakanda has revealed itself to 
the world in time to get the attention 
of Thanos. Good work, T’Challa.
Thor 
Missing an eye, missing a hammer, 
missing a home planet, and missing his 
Warriors Three. The God of Thunder was 
last seen leading the surviving Asgardians 
away when his situation somehow got 
worse: His ship was confronted by Thanos 
in the Thor: Ragnarok end scene.
Spider-Man 
Peter’s having an amazing time! He 
has a cool new spider-suit, Tony Stark 
is definitely the best father figure, and 
he’s surrounded by friends and family—
though he’s still unemployed and Aunt 
May knows his secret now. Poor Peter 
is going to have a rough time when 
Thanos shows up to kill everything.
Bucky Barnes 
He cryogenically froze himself in 
Wakanda after learning that he 
hasn’t fully recovered from his 
brainwashing to disastrous effect in 
Civil War. By the end of Black Panther, 
however, he seems to be recovered 
and receiving therapy from Shuri.
The Guardians of the Galaxy
Still bumming around being heroic 
mercenaries, this crew deepened their 
bond over the course of the last film. 
It’s not clear how they’ll be involved 
in the Infinity War, but they run 
into Thor at some point according 
to the trailers. Nebula is hunting for 
a Mad Titan to kill. Unfortunately 
for her, she’ll probably find him.
Scarlet Witch, Hawkeye, 
Ant-Man, Falcon 
All were arrested for breaking the 
Sokovia Accords and immediately 
freed by Cap. Locations unknown, 
but we all hope Hawkeye is back on 
his farm. The guy deserves a break.
The Vision, Black Widow, 
War Machine 
Unknown, but presumably struggling 
with guilt after Civil War. Vision also 
has an Infinity Stone in his forehead, 
so his chances of making it through 
Infinity War intact don’t look too great.
The Villains
Thanos 
The big one. The only one, actually—
except for the Vulture and Loki, the 
MCU has a bad habit of murdering all 
its villains. Thanos has the Infinity 
Gauntlet and is making his way towards 
Earth to fill it with the Stones. He 
encountered the fleeing Asgardian 
refugees en route, which can only 
be terrible for everyone on board.
 
Loki 
Yes, he’s absolutely still a villain. I’m 
all down for his redemption arc but 
Thor: Ragnarok wasn’t serious enough 
for real character development. He’s 
currently traveling with Thor in space, 
though probably not for long. Thanos 
is a nasty ex-boss to contend with.
The MacGuffins
Almost all six Stones are accounted for. 
The blue Space Stone was in its Tesseract 
form in Asgard’s vaults before Loki 
(probably) stole it during Thor: Ragnarok, 
the yellow Mind Stone is within Vision, 
the purple Power Stone is locked away 
on Xandar with the Nova Corps, the red 
Reality Stone was given to the Collector 
for safekeeping, and the green Time Stone 
is in Doctor Strange’s Eye of Agamotto. 
The orange Soul Stone is the only one 
yet to appear, and in the comics it always 
had the strangest powers. Nobody 
knows where it’ll turn up, and of the 
heroes, only the Guardians (and maybe 
Doctor Strange) are even aware that the 
Stones make an even more powerful 
whole. Thanos is more than prepared 
for the coming war, and the heroes of 
Earth have no idea he even exists.
Countdown to ‘Infinity’: Where the MCU is now
öö Good guys, bad guys, and the Stones that brought them all together
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
With the March 5 release of “Farewell,” the bonus chapter 
for Life is Strange: Before the Storm, 
our time with Arcadia Bay has finally 
come to an end. However, before we 
talk about “Farewell,” let’s take a look 
at Before the Storm, the prequel to the 
original Life is Strange, in its totality. I’ve 
previously reviewed Episode One of the 
game, so I won’t repeat myself on new 
mechanics and background. While I’ll 
try not to be too specific with spoilers, 
there will be some for Before the Storm 
and Life is Strange, so tread carefully 
or skip this if you’ve yet to play them.
Before the Storm tells the story 
of the beginning of Chloe Price and 
Rachel Amber’s friendship from 
Chloe’s perspective. It also makes what 
was hinted at in Life is Strange much 
more explicit: Chloe and Rachel had a 
romantic relationship, and Before the 
Storm walks us through the adorable 
and awkward steps of two teenage girls 
quickly falling for each other. Of course, 
it is possible to only have a friendship 
with Rachel, but even then the narrative 
makes it clear that Chloe still has a 
crush on her. It’s the type of story that is 
sadly lacking in mainstream media, and 
thankfully here it’s handled masterfully. 
Episode Two is particularly beautiful 
in this regard, with the Tempest 
scene and the following celebrations 
being one of the most touching video 
game sequences I’ve ever played. 
Unfortunately, where Episode One 
and Two soar, Episode Three fails to 
provide a satisfactory conclusion. Plot 
threads that players aren’t particularly 
invested in or aware of are given focus, 
there is a lack of time with Rachel even 
though the plot of the episode revolves 
around her, many side characters are 
ignored, and the climax is rushed and 
confusing. There is also little use of 
the Back Talk mechanic, the prequel’s 
equivalent to Max’s time travel powers. 
Lastly, the nature of Chloe and Rachel’s 
relationship is much less explicit here 
than in previous episodes. There are 
rumours that a lot of content was 
cut for the episode, which would 
explain its deficiencies, but it’s hard 
to understand why this was chosen as 
the final product if that were the case. 
Overall, though, Before the Storm is an 
amazing story that was marred by poor 
narrative choices in its eleventh hour. 
Onto “Farewell.” This short episode 
was included with the deluxe edition 
of Before the Storm, and it focuses on 
the day two years earlier when Max 
tells Chloe she’s leaving Arcadia Bay. 
It’s a sweet, satisfying story where we 
play as Max reliving her childhood 
with Chloe and reminiscing about 
how soon this chapter of her life will 
be over. Of course, in typical Life is 
Strange fashion, the ending shifts gears 
and hits you like a semi-truck. It’s not 
as long as a regular episode—if you 
explore everything, the episode will 
run you about an hour and a half to 
two hours—but it never feels rushed or 
unsatisfying. For fans of the series, it’s a 
lovely but bittersweet send-off to these 
two fan-favourite characters, and worth 
upgrading to the deluxe edition for. 
From here on out, Life is Strange 
creators Don’t Nod are working on Life 
is Strange 2, which will feature a new 
cast of characters and a completely new 
storyline. While I can’t wait to see what 
the sequel brings, it’s very difficult to 
say Farewell to Max, Chloe, Rachel, and 
the other inhabitants of Arcadia Bay.
Wishing ‘Farewell’ to Max, Chloe, and Rachel
öö ‘Life is Strange: Before the 
Storm’ video game review
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
Pr
o
m
o
ti
o
n
al
 im
ag
e 
fo
r 
‘F
ar
ew
el
l’
Pr
o
m
o
ti
o
n
al
 im
ag
e 
fo
r 
‘A
ve
n
g
er
s:
 
In
fi
n
it
y 
W
ar
’
Life & StyLe
Have an idea for a story?
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
 O Bing Thom: Designing a cityscape
 O The fine art of prop making
 O Float on
And more!
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @i_mankiratsingh
If you’ve noticed that your social media seems to be sporting a lot more pinks, 
pastels, and sorcery, then you might 
have inadvertently been experiencing 
“Magical Girl March.” This challenge 
gives artists a list of prompts to complete 
each new day of the month. The prompts 
consist of simplistic things—such as 
your favourite established character—to 
more interpretive topics, like the sun 
or moon. No matter what, the theme 
remains the same: magical girls!
For those of you unfamiliar with 
the term, “magical girl” is a genre of 
anime and western-style cartoons. 
Examples of this genre include Sailor 
Moon, Star vs. The Forces of Evil, Card 
Captor Sakura, The Legend of Korra, and 
She-Ra. Depending on if you’re watching 
anime or western-style cartoons, and 
when the show itself was published, what 
constitutes a “magical girl” may differ, 
but the thing that remains the same 
in all cases is that they are powerful 
characters that identify as female. 
The challenge itself allows artists 
to share their own take on some of 
their favourite characters, as well as 
encouraging them to come up with 
a few powerful leads of their own, 
depending on the prompt for that day. 
Given that this challenge also takes 
place in March—the same month as 
International Women’s Day—it seems 
especially poignant. Female characters 
are often portrayed as “lesser-than,” 
meaning that their character arcs 
usually end with them becoming a side 
character, or a love interest for a male 
lead. It isn’t very often that they are 
featured on their own merit. So, what 
better way to celebrate women than 
highlighting the kinds of examples in 
pop culture that we want to see more of? 
The fact that the challenge puts more 
art into the world is just an added bonus. 
If you want a list of the prompts, or to 
see the resulting artists’ renderings, 
just search “#magicalgirlmarch” 
on any social media platform.
Wandering through the NYX store at Metrotown or the NYX aisle at 
London Drugs, you may be overwhelmed 
by the brand’s many contour options. 
They have the cream-based 3 Steps to 
Sculpt palettes, eight-shade Highlight 
& Contour Pro Palette, two-ended 
highlight and contour Wonder Stick, 
and many, many more options. But, if 
you’re looking for something simple, 
portable, and pigmented, I’d suggest 
digging through their HD Blush 
selection for the colour Taupe.
The main reason I went looking 
for Taupe is that many of the contour 
colours I have as part of a palette are 
very warm in tone, and I’ve read many 
places that I should look for a cool-tone 
that would more successfully mimic 
a shadow. For this, Taupe has worked 
out perfectly, and I believe it’s given 
me a much more realistic and subtle 
contour. It is incredibly pigmented, so 
I’ve had to be careful about the amount 
of product on my brush, but that’s far 
from a bad problem to have. It lasts long 
and blends out well, so if you go a little 
heavy-handed it can be easily fixed.
Although I haven’t used the line’s 
other shades, the 24 available are 
incredibly varied. The line is, of course, 
called HD Blush, but in addition to 
Taupe there are a few shimmery bronzes 
and one matte to add extra warmth to 
your face. The majority of the line is 
made up of neutral peaches and pinks, as 
well as a few deep bright shades. There’s 
also Pastel Chic, which is incredibly 
light and could be used as a highlight 
shade, although it has no shimmer.
The HD Blushes are sold as singles 
in flat, square packaging that leave very 
little extra space around the product, 
making them the perfect size for 
throwing in your makeup bag or purse. 
Instead of paying for a large, pre-made 
palette with colours that may not best 
suit you, you can buy an individual 
blush and bronzer to customize your 
contour. The blushes cost $8 at the 
NYX store and $8.99 at London Drugs, 
so they’re much more budget-friendly 
than a palette. Happy contouring!
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Life & Style Editor
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
Magical girl March
Beauty on a budget: 
NYX HD Blush
öö Artists take the challenge to celebrate femininity
öö Taupe is a perfect cool contour colour
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I remember learning about consent in middle school, with a few puppet shows over as many 
months. The shows covered few scenarios, mostly involving adults in our lives (coaches, family 
members) and focused only on sexual consent. They didn’t teach you what to do when your 
[parent] orders you to hug your great uncle [name], or when grampy [name] pinches your 
cheek at [holiday] dinner. These kinds of scenarios can be uncomfortable as a kid but because 
of our size, age, etc, we were easier to ignore and speak over. But what happens when a kid’s 
boundaries are crossed too often? Chances are they’ll lose their ability to self-advocate, which 
leads down a long and dusty road of danger and disappointment. To learn those skills, I took  
the long way around - through trial and error. It took me until my 20’s to confidently juggle 
being mindful of those around me with looking after myself. I’ve had countless conversations 
with folx of my generation and heard story after story that are similar to mine. As adults, we 
recognize through unspoken social rules that consent is something we need to give and receive 
in many more contexts than sexual ones. For all of our youth, we only wish for them to grow 
into well-adjusted, confident, and successful adults. Clearly we need to do more to better equip 
them in all contexts; these skills will last them for the rest of their lives.
Depending on a person’s social determinants of health (physical and mental health, physical and 
mental ability, sexual orientation, gender, age, race, substance use, and experience of childhood 
abuse) we can see rates of sexual assault increase drastically. Teaching kids about these kinds 
of differences in their communities is really teaching them the ways in which we can each hold 
privilege or be marginalized. This opens the door to talk about power dynamics in our relation-
ships (which are not always bad, many are important for our growth), and how they  can affect 
a person’s’ ability to set boundaries. In order to fully understand consent, we must include con-
versations around non-verbal cues, which aren’t so easily hidden. 
The simplest way to empower our youth, so they may grow into confident adults, is to give 
them these tools. We should also be sure, as adults, to be checking in with ourselves and tak-
ing an active role learning about these issues, regardless if we have kids or not.
teach kids consent!
It’s not just about sex
By Kwiigay
Learn some stuff!
http://www.teachconsent.org/#ask
https://teachingsexualhealth.ca/parents/information-by-topic/understanding-consent/
https://www.canadianwomen.org/the-facts/sexual-assault-harassment/
http://intersectionalfeminism101.tumblr.com/faq
A B C D E F G
• be aware of their intersecting identities
 • learn how those identities interact with others
• set boundaries  
 • let them know it’s okay to restate them as often as they need to.
 • let them know that if someone disrespects their boundaries it’s okay to not want to   
 be around that person 
• be proactive in asking for consent from others.
 • It’s a useful harm reduction tool and serves to protect everyone in our 
 communities in the long run.
• trust their instincts 
 • we each know our own body and needs the best!
• having conversations with them about consent 
 • show them you’re available to have these, sometimes complicated, conversations
• implementing a safe word
 • sometimes it’s easier to say ‘goldfish’ than ‘stop’
• teaching them what to do when they’ve messed up
 • how to center the affected party
 • learning from the experience
• lead by example 
 • be proactive about your own learning!
 • have friends in your life you have asked to hold you accountable in such situations
 • Never force a young person to hug\kiss\touch someone if they don’t want to. Instead  
 practice asking them if they want to hug at all.
 • Listen to them when they state a boundary
 • Respect the boundaries they set
Give them the tools to...
Make yourself available by...
H J K L M NI
life & style // no. 12 theotherpress.ca
Metro Vancouver has something pretty special in its distinct 
architectural style. Smooth curves, 
blue-green glass, and tan wood are the 
centerpieces of our aesthetic. One of 
the most perfect examples of this is 
the Surrey Central tower, a gorgeous 
spire in a city that has struggled with 
poverty and crime for decades—that 
imagery, using architecture to uplift 
the city around it, was typical of 
the man who designed it and gave 
Vancouver an iconic panache. That 
man was Bing Thom, world-famous 
architect and dedicated Vancouverite.
Bing Thom got his start in 
architecture after graduating from the 
University of British Columbia with a 
Bachelor of Architecture, and later a 
Master’s from Berkley in California. 
After returning to Vancouver, he 
trained under master architect Arthur 
Charles Erickson, who was most 
notable for designing UBC’s Museum of 
Anthropology and creating the design 
for Simon Fraser University. Thom 
would later launch into international 
fame after completing the Chan 
Centre in 1997. Hand-picked by the 
philanthropic Chan brothers to oversee 
construction on the lavish performing 
arts mecca, Thom threw himself into 
the work over the next two years and 
the result speaks for itself. The critical 
success of the design led him to work 
on other projects in Vancouver and 
abroad, allowing him to found his 
own firm, Bing Thom Architects, now 
known as Revery Architecture.
His career afterward was extremely 
diverse. From the Surrey Public Library 
to entire city masterplans in China, 
Thom found success after success. His 
preferred style was to be generous with 
open space where possible, with large 
open courtyards and natural light. 
Where wide space wasn’t available, 
he used slow sweeping curves and 
clear glass to give the appearance of 
openness. This has since become an 
iconic Vancouver look, embodied by the 
Surrey Central tower, Robson Square, 
Aberdeen Centre, the Chan Centre, and 
many others. It also found its way into 
Hong Kong and America through his 
work as his popularity and fame grew.
Bing Thom worked hard right 
up until his sudden death of a brain 
aneurism on October 4, 2016 at the age 
of 75. He was in Hong Kong on a business 
trip at the time. His final project was 
the Guildford Aquatic Centre, which 
his firm dutifully completed after he 
passed. Bing Thom left behind his 
wife of 50 years, two brothers, his 
flourishing architectural firm, and 
a legacy of Vancouver design that 
continues to spread around the world.
Most costumes, wno matter what they’re for, can be made better with 
props. Video game characters will often 
have weapons, for example, so taking 
the time to craft that weapon makes 
your costume all the more impressive. 
Making the props on your own can be 
a challenge, but with a few relatively 
common materials you’ll find that 
it’s a lot easier than you may think. 
Going in, it helps to know what 
you’re looking for. Tools, knives, and 
other items can be found at pretty 
much any office supply or craft store. 
For others, you might need to hit up 
a hobby shop. Hardware stores are 
another good place to pick up tools 
and materials. You can also look in toy 
stores for toys to repurpose as props.
Nerf guns and the like are pretty 
cheap, at least for the smaller ones. The 
bigger ones will run a little more, but 
for most of the handguns you’re looking 
at $10-15, max. You can take off all the 
logos with a file or Dremel and paint 
it to look less like a toy, and more like 
something appropriate to your costume. 
For something like a sword, or an 
axe, you have a few options. PVC piping 
makes a good sturdy handle. You can 
use wood for a blade if you can shape 
it right, but it’s probably much easier 
to work with foamboard. Foamboard 
is basically a sheet of Styrofoam 
sandwiched between a couple sheets of 
paper. It can be easily cut to shape with a 
sharp hobby knife and stacked together 
for strength and extra thickness. Not 
to mention it’s significantly lighter 
than wood, something that could 
benefit you if you have to carry this 
prop around for long periods of time.
Another thing to look into, because 
it’s great for adding small details, is sheet 
styrene. You might need to go to a hobby 
shop for that, but it’s not expensive and 
comes in a variety of thicknesses. Once 
again, it can be cut with a hobby knife, 
though it’s better to score it and break it 
off than to try to cut all the way through. 
Choice of glue is important. For 
plastic, you’ll usually want some sort 
of cement or epoxy. Hot glue will work 
for most things but can get a bit messy, 
and if you’re working with certain 
lightweight materials like foam-core, 
it will melt it. Try to avoid regular 
white school glue if at all possible. 
Primer is another important thing to 
consider once you’re ready to paint. 
Sand your surfaces a bit to give the 
primer something to stick to, and 
make sure not to use spray paint on 
bare Styrofoam, because it will melt. 
Finally, painting techniques. 
There are three basic things to worry 
about: blending, highlighting, and dry-
brushing. Blending, or making a wash, 
involves mixing water with the paint 
(you are using water-based acrylics, 
right? Good) in order to thin it down. 
Then, you can brush from where you 
want strongest colour to where you 
want it lighter, in order to get a nice 
fade. Highlighting is using a lighter 
shade of the base colour to go over edges 
and raised areas, making them stand 
out. Dry-brushing is most important 
for metallics, which should always by 
painted over top of black primer. This 
involves loading the brush with paint, 
then wiping most of it off until only 
the barest amount is left and brushing 
lightly over the surface of the prop.
Experiment with different things. 
A combination of foamboard, styrene, 
and paint with a few oddments can 
turn into a surprising number of 
different props. Keep in mind that 
everything gets easier with practice!
Bing Thom: Designing a cityscape
The fine art of prop making
öö Vancouver’s most prolific architect and his impact on the city
öö Basic techniques and materials
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
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Duncan Fingarson
Senior Columnist
issue 23 // vol 44 life & style // no. 13
My best friend and I recently went for a float tank session. 
It was the first time either of us 
had tried the experience.
For those of you that are unfamiliar, 
a float tank (also known as an 
isolation tank or sensory deprivation 
tank) is a large enclosed tub that 
contains water and Epsom salt—a lot 
of Epsom salt—between 800–1000 
pounds of salt, which is roughly three 
times saltier than the Dead Sea. 
When the user enters the tank 
and relaxes their body, they will 
float. The door to the tank is closed, 
shrouding the user in darkness. After 
a pre-float shower, the scent should 
be neutral. Some float houses offer to 
play relaxing music, but it’s optional.
Float tanks are advertised to be 
an experience that relaxes and detoxes 
your body and mind. Personally, I’m not 
one to buy into alternative medicine, 
so I was a little reluctant to try it, but 
any opportunity that could potentially 
relieve the constant tension in my back 
and neck is welcome in my books.
We visited Float House, which 
is located in Gastown. The venue 
was clean and full of all kinds of 
alternative medicine, including salt 
lamps, sage, tea. To be frank, it felt 
gimmicky. My best friend was over the 
moon. She loves that kind of stuff.
We were shown into our rooms, 
which included a shower, towels, and 
the float tank. Each room had a small 
pool noodle that was meant to go 
along our spine, along with a foam 
donut to rest the head and neck on. 
The session was 90 minutes long. 
I used my music selections to keep 
track of time, but I felt like I was in 
there forever. Being so used to the 
distractions of life and the outside 
world, it felt strange and uncomfortable 
to just lie there doing nothing for so 
long. Yet I slowly felt myself relaxing 
and slipped into a semi-comatose state. 
By the time my wake-up call came, I 
felt like I was being jolted awake.
I was surprised at how relaxed I 
felt afterwards. The tension in my back 
and neck were completely gone, and 
I was in no hurry to jump back on my 
phone. Float House has a relaxation 
lounge where patrons can unwind 
after their session, complete with tea, 
buddha boards, books, and journals. 
My friend and I shared our experiences 
with each other afterwards. She lost 
tension through her body through 
twitching. I’ve heard stories of people 
even hallucinating in these tanks.
Overall, floating is an experience I 
would recommend that everyone try at 
least once. My back and neck remained 
tension-free for days after the session, 
and I’ve felt more relaxed overall. At 
$70 for a session (sans membership), it’s 
definitely not an every-weekend kind of 
thing, but is great to do now and then.
Float on
öö My first time experiencing a float tank
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator
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Featuring the BC branches 
of the 501st Legion, the 
Mandalorian Mercs, and 
the Rebel Legion.
Vancouver welcomes Luke Skywalker’s Lightsaber 
to town with a night of costumes and contests. 
March 9-19
Float tanks are advertised to be an experience 
that relaxes and detoxes your body and mind.”
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
 O You deserve to have your needs met
 O Just let me get off the bus!
 O Award shows are unnecessary
And more!
Getting your sexual needs met is awesome, but many people 
unfortunately do not have this privilege. 
When it comes to asking what you 
want in bed, people either feel too shy, 
too awkward, don’t want to offend 
their partners, or don’t know exactly 
what they want. However, to have a 
healthy and satisfying sex life and 
relationship, communication is key. 
Some people just don’t know how 
to tell their partners what they’re into. 
Maybe they’re afraid it’s too kinky, 
maybe they think their partner won’t be 
into it; either way, the only way to find 
out is to ask. In the same vein, it’s also 
important to ask your partner what they 
like or want in bed. It doesn’t have to be 
a long, drawn-out conversation before 
the act, as many people assume it to 
be. It can be a casual question before, 
or even during sex. “Are you into this 
or that?” or “Can you do this?” is all 
you really need to ask. If they say yes, 
great! Have a fun, sexy time. If they say 
no, move on, find something you both 
enjoy, but never force them to do it. 
Don’t beat around the bush (no pun 
intended). Being upfront and straight 
forward about what you like is the 
only way to have your needs met. You 
must also be vocal about what does or 
doesn’t feel good to you, otherwise your 
partner is not going to satisfy you and 
may even end up accidentally hurting 
you if they were doing something that 
didn’t feel particularly great to you.
Confrontation can be 
uncomfortable for some people, and 
might even be considered a mood-
killer, but it’s not as difficult as it 
seems. If you don’t like what your 
partner is doing just say you don’t 
like it and offer an alternative.
While it’s important to voice what 
you don’t like, it’s equally important 
to encourage your partner when they 
do something you do like. That way, 
they know that you enjoy it and would 
like more of it. Plus, it makes them feel 
good that they’re making you feel good. 
Small cues or directions like, “softer,” 
“faster,” or “slower,” can also make a 
huge difference in sex and foreplay.
Engaging in solo play is also as 
important as sex when it comes to 
having your sexual needs met. Some 
people aren’t sure what they like, so 
they let their partner take control 
and do what they want, which doesn’t 
usually satisfy both partners. To know 
what you want from your partner, 
you must know what you like or 
dislike. This is where solo play and 
masturbation comes in. If you know 
what you like, it’s easier to tell your 
partner so you can get your needs met. 
You can’t expect your partner to 
know your turn-ons and turn-offs, 
and everybody needs a little guidance. 
If both you and your partner don’t 
know what feels pleasurable to you, 
it’s like flying an airplane without 
a pilot; it won’t really go anywhere. 
On the other hand, if you know how 
to please yourself, you can suggest 
to your partner what you enjoy. 
No one ever says, “I wish I didn’t 
say what I wanted,” so just say it. 
You’ll never know if you’re partner 
is into the same stuff as you unless 
you talk about it, so just ask!
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
öö You deserve to have your needs met
Don’t be afraid to tell your partner 
what you want in bed
Extremes exist on every spectrum, whether it be political ideologies, 
religion, or gender roles. When gender 
roles are taken to the extreme they 
are can be known as toxic, meaning 
they are harmful or destructive to 
the individual and society. Toxic 
masculinity is a popular example of 
forced gender roles being taken to an 
extreme, but women are also guilty of 
engaging in destructive gender roles. 
I believe that toxic femininity is 
as important to break down as toxic 
masculinity. To acknowledge the 
existence of one but not the other is 
ridiculous, because I don’t think you can 
necessarily have one without the other. 
Forced gender roles are destructive 
to anyone that internalizes them, 
regardless of gender. Women can 
internalize notions of toxic masculinity 
and men can internalize toxic femininity, 
or both. Therefore, it is important to 
discuss both concepts. They both serve 
in perpetuating patriarchal and sexist 
ideals and are ultimately harmful, so it is 
vital that both are unpacked to recognize 
these attitudes and to rectify them.
Just as toxic masculinity refers 
to the negative socially-constructed 
attitudes that are commonly attributed 
to men; violence, emotional suppression, 
and sexual aggression are just a few 
examples—toxic femininity also refers to 
negative socially-constructed attitudes 
of women, which consist of passiveness, 
dependency, submissiveness, and 
the general idea that women are a 
weaker sex. This is something that 
I believe many people, including 
women, unhealthily internalize and 
express through their actions. 
An example of this is women who 
hit their male partners or friends. Since 
they have incorporated the idea into 
themselves that they are the weaker 
sex, they believe that they can’t hurt 
men by hitting them. However, abuse 
is abuse no matter who is hitting who. 
Using your sex as justification to harm 
another person is a common yet toxic 
pattern that occurs in many situations. 
I’ve seen men “playfully” slapped or 
punched on public transit many times, 
but this often goes overlooked because 
many people also believe women 
are the weaker sex, so it’s okay. 
These toxic notions of gender can 
be shown in many other ways. When 
women get angry at their significant 
others for not texting them every day, 
or get mad at them for even talking to 
another woman, can be seen as forms 
of toxic feminine behaviour. I think 
constant need for communication and 
validation from a partner is an aspect 
of dependency in toxic femininity 
that I have seen many women engage 
in, which I have been guilty of myself 
in my first serious relationship. 
I depended on constant 
communication to feel validated and 
to feed my feeling of self-worth, which 
I now realize is unhealthy behaviour. 
However, many women believe they need 
this to feel loved in a relationship, which 
is toxic to the individual, their partner, 
and to society’s perception of women. 
There are plenty of ways in 
which toxic feminine behaviour is 
negative. When women become so 
submissive that they don’t stand up 
for themselves or voice their opinion. 
Expecting your male partner to pay for 
everything you do because “that’s the 
way it should be” is toxic behaviour. 
I think everyone should be aware of 
how forced gender roles affect their 
behaviours and how society operates, 
and what they can do to amend them. 
The problem with these attitudes 
is that they can take form in positive 
ways as well as negative ways, which 
makes people discount the severity 
of forced gender roles, saying things 
like “that’s how each sex is wired.” 
But, no matter how you look at it, 
and no matter what gender you are, toxic 
behaviour should never be excused.
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator
öö All forced gender roles are toxic—not just men’s
We need to talk about toxic femininity 
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Now that the biggest night in Hollywood has come and gone, I 
think it’s an important time to look at 
what award season is and how we’ve 
misdirected our attention towards it. 
It isn’t that I don’t see the merit in 
the awards themselves. I mean, society 
celebrates good work in countless 
contexts, big and small, and often in 
authentic and motivating ways: The 
small notes of support my manager 
leaves me recognizing when I’ve had 
to work a tough shift feel like genuine 
acknowledgements. My problem is how 
much Hollywood award shows like 
the Emmys, the Golden Globes, or the 
Academy Awards hold cultural capital 
and the disproportionate spectacle 
shows become in relation to it. 
The frequency that we see a movie’s 
marketing—in the trailer or in its 
physical release, for example—include 
a list of the awards it was nominated 
for or won is evidence enough that 
those awards have cultural meaning. 
Awards act as signifiers for legitimacy, 
where having a film’s name attached 
to a certain award makes that film 
inherently better than one without a 
similar connection. That connection, 
however, is divorced from the prestige of 
the award because it can’t demonstrate 
the actual quality of the nominated 
work. It never includes the work’s fellow 
nominees, which is arguably where most 
of that prestige originates—from the 
fact that this film or this person was the 
best that year among a corpus of talent. 
Similarly, nominees are often 
described as “first-time,” “three-
time,” or “x amount-times,” nominees, 
which shows again that it is not the 
work that matters, but the simple 
fact that it was nominated at all. 
These awards mean something, 
without really meaning anything.
I get that there’s a certain amount 
of fantasy involved with celebrity 
and award shows—we’d all love to be 
gorgeous millionaires decked out in 
couture for an evening of partying. 
However, because these awards are 
attributed to an inflated degree of 
false significance, the show nights 
become this kind of horrendous 
spectacle that everyone is forced to 
participate in, regardless of whether 
or not they care about a celebrity 
at all. Think about it—how many 
months are spent talking about “award 
season,” or “red carpet fashion?” 
The shows are broadcast on almost 
every major network and take over 
almost all forms of media the night 
of, and the days that follow. There are 
pre-show broadcasts, live commentary 
throughout, and even post-show 
analyses. How is it that we let these 
awards that really mean nothing, for 
people we don’t even know, become 
so ingrained in our day to day lives?
I don’t see award shows becoming 
any less important in popular culture, 
but I think it’s time to take a look at 
what our fascination with them really 
adds to the everyday person’s life. Let 
Hollywood have their award shows, 
but don’t let that take precedence over 
the celebrations we should be giving 
to our local artists and innovators.
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
öö And the winner is… everybody who doesn’t watch award shows
Award shows are unnecessary 
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I don’t have a car (or a license, for that matter), so I’ve spent years taking 
public transportation. Most people 
who join me on my ride to work are 
respectful and quiet. They, like myself, 
try to make the ride as easy as possible. 
They don’t take up seats that should be 
used by elderly riders, and they don’t 
hog space on crowded buses by placing 
their bag on the seat next to them. 
But every once in a while, there’s 
that one person who sits next to me 
on the bus, seemingly just another 
responsible transit rider, who, when I 
voice my intention to exit the vehicle 
at my intended stop, only makes a 
fleeting effort to let me pass by them. 
Those people, despite my commitment 
to believing in the best in humanity, 
make me want to scream. If you don’t 
move out of someone’s way when 
they’re exiting a bus, you suck.
If I see an empty row of seats, I’m 
going to take the seat further away from 
the aisle—I don’t want to rob anybody 
of their chance to have a seat for their 
ride. However, so many people think 
it’s okay to trap you at the window 
seat, then, when you need to escape, 
only slightly swing their legs to the 
side to let you pass by them. How is 
that okay? It’s like they’re asking for 
you to accidentally whack them with 
your bag or purse during your exit, 
which is so infuriating because then 
you’re the asshole in the situation. 
Don’t make me awkwardly try 
to climb over your lap, anxious that 
I’ll accidentally brush against your 
limbs in a weird way. If someone asks 
you to get up to let them exit the bus, 
as long as you are able-bodied and 
have the room to do so, just get up!
Worse are the people who stand 
by the doorway of buses or trains and 
don’t step off to allow room for the 
people getting off. I get that many people 
are perhaps worried that new people 
boarding the vehicle will somehow take 
their place, but I’ve so rarely seen that 
happen in my many years in transit 
that it hardly warrants the frequency 
of this problem. Step off the vehicle, 
let the people needing to exit get off, 
then hop back on. It’s not difficult and 
it saves so much of the time wasted by 
people holding up the bus, struggling 
to make it through the back doors. 
A lot of transit riders take transit 
not because they’ve chosen to, but 
because it is the only option available 
to them. It can cause a lot of anxiety for 
some, especially when those vehicles are 
packed. Let’s make it easier on everybody 
and let people get to where they’re 
trying to go without any added hassle.
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
öö Just let me get off the bus!
Sorry, can I please get by?
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There is no doubt that video games have a significant impact on the 
lives of millennials and Gen Z kids 
everywhere. In the past decade, video 
games have created role models in 
the form of online personalities, cafes 
designated solely for gaming, and 
have encouraged many companies 
to invest copious amounts of money 
in this rapidly-growing industry. 
According to The Escapist, 
Activision spent a whopping $250 million 
on the development and marketing 
of Modern Warfare 2.  Such a large 
expenditure highlights the influence 
that this form of entertainment has 
within North American culture. 
However, despite the popularity 
of these electronics, I believe that 
video games cause more harm than 
good for the younger generation. A 
report titled Young Children’s Video/
Computer Game Use: Relations with 
School Performance and Behaviour 
by the University of Florida’s School 
of Psychology  examined children’s 
behavior and academic performance 
in comparison to their time spent 
playing video games. The study found 
that the more time a child allocated 
towards gaming, the lower their GPA 
would be. The researchers believe that 
children who were avid gamers would 
usually spend less time studying than 
their peers. Therefore, video games 
have the potential to develop poor time 
management skills in young children 
that may carry on into adulthood. 
Furthermore, those who played 
video games were often shown to exhibit 
disruptive behaviors, such as higher 
forms of aggression and lower levels 
of empathy . Researchers believe that 
these side-effects manifested from 
the exposure of violent content within 
the video games. Due to the still-
developing nature of children’s brains, 
it seemed as though the youngsters 
were more likely to interpret the 
material seen within the game as 
legitimate and act upon it in real life. 
It is clear the presence of video 
games is harmful to today’s youth 
because of the resulting increase in 
hostile behavior coupled with the 
time these devices take away from a 
player’s day. Today’s youth should focus 
their efforts away from video games 
and instead spend their free time on 
productive activities such as joining 
sports teams, becoming members 
of clubs, or volunteering. This way 
children can obtain interpersonal skills 
that will increase their mental and 
physical health while simultaneously 
making the individual appear more 
favorable to potential employers. 
Although this entertainment 
sector shows no signs of halting in 
the near future, one must be hesitant 
when choosing to pursue this hobby. 
For every minute a player decides to 
plug into the game, they are inevitably 
plugging out of their own lives. 
Jason GokHo Ing
Contributor
öö Are video games beneficial to the younger generation? 
8-bit of a problem 
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Intertext
By J. Savage, Contributor 
Place: A wilderness to which history has happened1
Graveyards: A good concept with poor spatial execution.2
Chinatown, New Westminster: Burnt down, now a dog park.3
Font: Hard for four people to agree upon.4
Woman: A born criminal, more terrible than any man.5
Stars: Beautiful, even if you remember nothing about them.6
Trains: Liz really liked this poem.7
Extinction: Ultimately, the fate of all species.8
1 McKay, Don. “Otherwise than Place.” Deactivated West 100. 2005, Gaspereau 
Press, p. 14-31. There’s an arrogance here, I think. 
2 We went to the Fraser Cemetery and I remember a lot of things: Burials 
pointed east, monkey puzzle trees to hide from the devil, and for a while, I 
wanted to be a cemetery keeper. It’s always stuck with me that we’re running 
out of spaces to bury people. Sometimes you have to roll that thought around 
for a minute: We are running out of places to bury people. 
3 I live here now. I think about that lecture every time I walk past that park. I 
think about what it means—a dog park? Because originally, this wasn’t even 
when Chinatown was. It was on the other side of the bridge. They built it twice. 
Now it’s just a dog park. 
4 Lived experience in a World History and Current Issues collaborative 
presentations-based course.  I think about my teammates often. How are 
they? They feel like connections spread thin as a desperate net. I hope they’re 
well. Also: Times New Roman, 12-point font, double spaced. It isn’t that hard. 
Something has to be universal, after all. 
5 Lombroso, Cesare. The Female Offender. 1895, New York: D Appleton. 
Something else learned: No one else thinks Lombroso’s misogyny is hilarious. 
21st century humour: Laughing at dead misogynists because you’re scared of 
the living ones. 
6 I have none of my old assignments for my astronomy course and couldn’t tell 
you the professor’s name. 
7 I forgot to email her back about a poem submission and now I can never 
speak to her ever again. 
8  A PowerPoint slide in GEOB 102, and better than any poem I’ll ever write. 
If you would like your own creative work to be featured in our 
Creative Writing section, send poems, short stories, excerpts (of 
1,500 words or less), and original artwork to 
assistant.otherpress@gmail.com or 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com. We publish weekly, and 
chosen writers/artists will receive $50 for every three pieces they 
have published.
pest control
By J. Savage, Contributor 
we share 99% of our DNA with mice. colds, salmonella, the flu. they don’t do 
well in extreme heat or cold but - they do forgotten corners. i find it hard to 
understand what’s to be afraid of but i guess they can signal bad things. bad 
things like—abandonment, neglect, a loss of control. there’s an entire industry 
for getting rid of them; our lungs work the same. handling them is like: tiny little 
humans who need all the protection from sickness they can get. their hearts 
beat a gallon for every tick of mine. it makes sense to test on them, i guess, since 
we’re practically cousins. it also makes sense why they’re so dangerous. makes 
sense why we’re so dangerous, sharing so much of ourselves with a pest. in good 
conditions, they can live a year, maybe two, taking up every unused corner of 
every building in the city. even pet stores get the feral ones, less valuable, more 
threatening. i spent 21$ on three female mice and feed them medicine with an 
eye dropper but quarantine the walk-in the minute i find droppings. it’s easy to 
know if i’m holding them right: you can tell by their heartbeats.
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
 O Locals satisfied with logical explanation for 
city’s poor housing solutions
 O Entertainment page!
 O Comics!
And more!
Hundreds of Vancouver residents have gone missing after an Expo 
Line SkyTrain jumped its line and 
escaped back to the wild last Monday. 
According to local reports at 8:45 a.m., 
a Monday morning the SkyTrain car 
was en route to Waterfront station 
when it broke free from the rails, right 
after exiting Edmonds Station. 
“Yeah, this kind of stuff happens 
from time to time,” says Sanda 
Balden, TransLink spokesperson. 
“We always try to buy SkyTrains 
that are ‘broken in,’ but no process 
is perfect. Rogue SkyTrains have and 
always will exist. Unfortunately, we 
only spot them when it’s too late.”
The rogue SkyTrain, nicknamed 
“Black Stallion” by TransLink employees, 
nearly missed several vehicles on the 
road while speeding towards Grouse 
Mountain, which houses the largest 
wild SkyTrain sanctuary in BC. “Black 
Stallion” was later seen returning to its 
young, which are one car length until 
they molt and grow the rest of their 
cars at the age of six. Unfortunately, the 
people on “Black Stallion” will not be 
returning to their families, as they have 
already been digested by the rogue train. 
“We make sure people don’t fall 
asleep on the train for exactly this 
reason,” explains Balden. “If you stay 
in there too long you’ll be digested. 
SkyTrains are animals like any other. If 
you look at the back of your Compass 
Card, or on our website, it clearly states 
that you waive all rights to not being 
digested when riding, and that the 
SkyTrains may try to escape from the 
rails or eat you. It’s not something that 
happens often, but it can happen.”
Surprisingly, there has been 
no public outcry; instead, the locals 
are excited that this tragedy has 
created hundreds of new job openings 
and more housing options. 
“Nature is cruel, but it’s a 
part of life,” says Jane Victor, local 
SkyTrain commuter. “I’m hoping 
one of people who died lived in an 
apartment I’m on the waitlist for.”
Although no one outside the train 
was hurt by this incident, TransLink has 
promised to up its game, as getting new 
and improved SkyTrains has been part 
of the company’s discussion for months. 
They hope to bring in better trained, 
more obedient SkyTrains next year; a 
task that TransLink is confident about. 
“The SkyTrains that are coming 
out now are born in captivity,” said 
Balden. “They’ll be easier to handle 
and easier to train. Get it? ‘Train?’”
(The Other Press did, in fact, get it.)
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor 
öö Returns to free-range life and family
SkyTrain breaks 
free from rail
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
C
ar
a 
Se
cc
af
ie
n
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
öö Try Goodreads
Tired of your average 
online dating app?
Think the endless swiping is getting you nowhere? That no matter how 
many times you super like a girl’s photo 
on Tinder, you still aren’t getting the 
nu..I mean, responses, you’re looking 
for? Want to show that you’re cultured 
or whatever? Well, then look no further 
than the Goodreads app, available on 
both Android and Apple products.
The app lets you make group 
discussions, send direct messages, 
and show off a personal bookshelf 
that’s sure to lead you to that special 
someone. If you mark Russian literature 
and the Romantic poets as some of 
your favourite works you’ll have direct 
messages filling your inbox in no time. 
As the old saying goes, “Nothing 
is sexier than someone who knows 
how to read,” and nothing screams 
“I read” more than having an app on 
your phone all about books. It even 
works in the real world. Just whip 
out your phone, casually open the 
app, and the honey you’re trying to 
impress will be yours in no time.
Not only that, but people love 
it when you hit on them on a non-
dating app—it has all of the fun shock 
value of getting cat-called at work or 
in an empty parking lot at night!
In case you think this is nothing 
more than a scam, here are some of 
the people who have found success 
finding dates on GoodReads, and 
are totally not paid actors.
Martin Fiennes, 23, uses Call Me 
by Your Name and Lolita to justify his 
relationships with high school girls, 
and told the Other Press abouthow 
using Goodreads to meet singles 
has made dating so much easier.
“This has completely changed 
the game for me, dating-wise,” said 
Fiennes. “Just a quick look over 
someone’s profile and boom! You 
know if your interests match up.”
Fiennes then went on to talk 
about some of the things he wished 
the website could improve on.
“I wish they’d let me join group 
discussions from classrooms,” he 
said. “I just miss high school, man.”
Randall Briggs, 20, who is tired of 
terrible dates, stated that Goodreads 
has solved all of his dating woes. 
“On Tinder, I would never get a 
single match,” he said. “With Goodreads, 
the extra spot in my bed is always filled. 
Chicks just love a guy who reads.”
When asked for advice to 
anyone wanting to try out the app for 
themselves, Briggs said, “The most 
important thing to do is, once you find 
a girl you’re interested in, make sure to 
mark that you’ve read every single book 
she’s given five stars to. That way she’ll 
for sure know that you have something 
in common. Just make sure 
you read the summary 
on SparkNotes before 
you go on the date.” 
Lisa Thompson, 
32, has become a 
Goodreads convert 
after discovering how 
easy it was for her to 
find a nice, single, 
Christian man in the 
book discussions.
“I have one 
thing and one 
thing only to say 
about Goodreads: 
It kicks Christian 
Mingle’s ass.” 
Despite saying 
that she’d only say 
one thing, she went on 
to elaborate about how 
much better the app is.
“I used to get men 
who’d claim that they’re 
completely fine with waiting 
until marriage, but then 
they’d show up at my house 
and try to convince me that 
the ‘backdoor’ option is fine in 
God’s eyes. This all changed 
after using Goodreads. I joined 
a Christian book club and 
met Thomas. I’ve bought all of 
the books he’s written, and he 
promises we’ll go on a date soon.”
humour // no. 18 theotherpress.ca
Shock, embarrassment, and a little bit of boredom crashed 
its way into the life of a female 
college student last Wednesday. 
The day started off just the same 
as any other, according to Douglas 
College student Jessica Kanstup. That 
is, until she found herself at the New 
Westminster SkyTrain Station. 
“I always take the Expo Line to class,” 
she said in an exclusive interview with 
the Other Press. “I get on at 22nd Street, 
ride for one stop, then walk up to class.” 
Unfortunately for Kanstup, 
she wouldn’t be making it to her 
Wednesday Philosophy class on time. 
“They were waiting for me when 
I get off the train,” she said. “There 
were so just many of them.”
Though bits and pieces of 
information coaxed out of the 
traumatized Kantstup, the Other Press 
has gathered that she was approached 
by not one, but three SkyTrain 
solicitors in immediate succession. 
“It was my own fault, really. I should 
have been looking at my phone, or 
had my headphones in. I accidentally 
met the first one’s eyes, and… and…. 
It was all downhill from there.”
Kanstup was halted just as she made 
it to the bottom of the SkyTrain steps. 
Having been raised to have good manners 
by thoughtful parents, the poor college 
student was helpless once pulled into 
the vortex of casual conversation. After 
the dust had settled, Kanstrup’s monthly 
budget had been all but obliterated by the 
addition of $20 a month to GreenPeace, 
a Foodora membership she has no use 
for, and another $40 to the Red Cross. 
“I mean, they’re all great causes, 
don’t get me wrong,” Kanstup said. “I 
said that I was willing to donate the $10 
bill that I had in my wallet, but they 
said it had to be my credit card. They 
said it had to be every month. ‘For 
how long?’ I asked. They didn’t say.” 
All told, it took Kanstup a full 
30 minutes of forms, signatures, 
and forced smiles before she was 
finally free to head to class. 
“I’d never seen poor Jessica 
more flustered,” said Douglas 
College Philosophy teacher Dave 
Rysner. “She looked as though she’d 
had the life sucked out of her.” 
The now-broke student was then 
forced to return to the scene after her 
class had ended, where she found herself 
signing a petition protesting something 
she knew nothing about and spending 
$15 on a busker’s CD before she could 
get on the SkyTrain to head home. 
“What’s worse is that I misplaced 
my Compass Card in all the chaos, so 
when I got to my station a cop gave 
me a $139 ticket,” Kanstup said. “I 
think from now on I’m just going to 
avoid it all by walking to class. The 
two-hour trek is easier than running 
that particular gauntlet ever again.” 
Kanstup has since cancelled the 
credit card to avoid the embarrassment 
of actually having to speak to someone 
about cancelling her monthly donations, 
but confessed that she accidentally 
agreed to sign up for six more credit 
cards in the following weeks. 
Chandler Walter
Editor-in-Chief
öö Her life hasn’t been the same since
Local woman accidentally makes eye 
contact with SkyTrain solicitors
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They were waiting for me when I get off the train,” 
she said. “There were so just many of them.”
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor 
Vancouver locals were shocked yet relieved to learn the entire 
Vancouver City Council was replaced 
by beings from outer space in 2011. 
The revelation came after secret 
government documents, reportedly 
stolen from Justin Trudeau’s laptop—
which he left unattended at a cafe 
while trying to take a cool selfie in 
the establishment’s bathroom—were 
shared on the subreddit /r/Vancouver. 
Regarding the careless selfie, Trudeau 
defended his actions, stating, “How 
else was I supposed to let everyone 
know I was doing something cool?”
The documents reveal that on the 
night of July 21, 2011, all of the Vancouver 
City Council members were lured away 
from their homes after all being mailed 
a mysterious “You have won a free boat!” 
flyer, which had instructions to show 
up unattended at Dude Chilling Park 
at 11 p.m. Each targeted member was 
successfully abducted. The aliens then 
proceeded to disguise themselves as 
every single member of the Vancouver 
City Council. According to the leaked 
documents, they have been part of the 
system ever since, simply abducting 
the new members of the council the 
moment they are elected and returning 
the previous members unharmed to 
Earth with implanted memories. 
Although these newly-revealed 
facts are disturbing, many Vancouver 
locals find the new information to be 
a huge relief. Linda Baker, a Mount 
Pleasant resident, is terrified of aliens 
and what they could do to Earth, but 
was relieved by the information, telling 
the Other Press that “Finally after all 
this time, I have a proper explanation 
for why there is a serious disconnect 
between what city hall sees as affordable 
and what people can actually afford.” 
Kitsilano resident James Ferrin 
agrees, stating he’s sorry for the 
families that have been affected, but 
that he’s glad there’s finally a proper 
reason for the ridiculousness.
“I mean, who on Earth would think 
that 1,600 a month is an affordable 
bachelor apartment housing option?” 
said Ferrin. “Now I finally understand 
why City Council would start building 
‘affordable’ housing at that price, while 
also not changing building permits 
for micro-housing. They simply aren’t 
from Earth! It makes so much sense!” 
In response to the leaked 
documents, the aliens gave a statement. 
“You got us,” they collectively said. 
“We’re honestly surprised we could keep 
it up for this long. As beings from an 
entirely different dimension, we have 
no concept of your Earth ‘dollars,’ or 
any idea of what ‘affordable’ means. 
We thought everyone would have 
gotten tipped off a long time ago.” 
When asked if the aliens 
would just leave, they refused. 
“Do you know how empty 
and vast the universe is?” they 
said. “We are totally bored out 
there; we’re not leaving.” 
The aliens did express some slight 
embarrassment in getting caught but 
stated that they knew it was only a 
matter of time before Trudeau would 
create a leak, just as he’s destined to do 
with the upcoming pipeline project. 
öö Locals satisfied with logical explanation 
for city’s poor housing solutions
Leaked reports reveal entire Vancouver City 
Council was replaced by aliens in 2011
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SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
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DOWN	
1.	Car	fuel	
2.	Collide	with	
3.	__	of	March,	Caesar’s	demise	
4.	Last	Catholic	King	of	England	
5.	“It	__	__	to	know	one!”	
6.	Province	of	Spain	
7.	Albertan	Rockies	resort	town,	
pluralized	
8.	Cover	
9.	Word	before	Salvador	or	Cid	
10.	Above	
11.	Souvenirs	
12.	Covertly	(2	wds.)	
18.	My	(pl.),	en	français	
20.	Companion	of	sine	and	cosine	
24.	Fraser	Valley	First	Nations	
people	
25.	Furrow	
26.	Friendly	
28.	Wax’s	opposite	
29.	Soon,	archaically	
30.	Fortify	
32.	Suffix	for	team	or	mob	
34.	SkyTrain	extension	to	
Coquitlam	
36.	Symbol	of	the	golden	ratio	
39.	Environmentalist	prefix	
44.	Pounds	(abbr.)	
46.	Courting	
48.	Gone	by	
49.	First	Greek	letter	
50.	Online	IDs	with	usernames	
and	passwords	(abbr.)	
51.	Woodworking	tool	
53.	Silly	
54.	Rope	
55.	Namesakes	of	inventor	
Whitney	
56.	Unhappy	
59.	Slips	up	
62.	Atomic	no.	10	
65.	City	in	Southern	California	
(acr.)	
66.	Common	preposition
ACROSS	
1.	Alphabetic	sequence	
5.	Piece	of	furniture	
10.	French	friend	
13.	Verdi	opera	
14.	Useless:	To	no	__	
15.	X	
16.	Non-humanities	
subjects	(acr.)	
17.	Polite,	good-natured	
18.	Mothers	
19.	Collection	
21.	Common	pointy-eared	
fantasy	humanoid	
22.	Fencing	blade	
23.	Type	of	aromatic	tree	
27.	Raleigh’s	state	(abbr.)	
28.	Liked	(2	wds.)	
31.	Total	
32.	Complement	to	DEX	
or	CON,	in	RPGs	
33.	Theatre	Department	
production	running	from	
March	9	to	16	
35.	Walk	on	the	balls	of	
one’s	feet	
37.	Neither’s	partner	
38.	Student,	en	français	
40.	Treasure	box	
41.	WSW	opposite	
42.	Qty.	
43.	Cream-filled	pastry	
45.	Neighbour	of	Yukon	
and	Nunavut	(acr.)	
47.	Stark	King	in	the	
North	
48.	When	doubled,	
capital	of	American	
Samoa	
50.	North	African	country	
(abbr.)	
52.	Portions	of	pie	
57.	Vocal	range	
58.	Have	compassion	
60.	__	Gay,	WWII	plane	
61.	Contracting	muscle	
63.	Very	dry	
64.	Holland	(2	wds.)	
67.	Director	Lee	
68.	Perceived	through	
sight,	scent,	touch,	etc.
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SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
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DISNEY
MOVIEDAY!
New West
March 27th
Concourse
Coqutilam
March 14th
AB Atrium
Movies Start at 10:30am
